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There’s always been a strong relationship between technology and health care. Before the 

internet arrived, the technology rested primarily in a hospital or at a doctor’s office. With online 

resources, however, an individual might research symptoms or locate doctors and treatment 

centers. With the proliferation of the smartphone, self-care and communication are making great 

strides. 

 

Two St. Joseph High School alumni are in the middle of further developing cutting-edge 

technology related to one’s health. 

 

Javier Evelyn and Nathan Ivy, graduates from the Class of 2001, are making an impression with 

their development of OmniJect, a redesigned EpiPen, or epinephrine auto-injector. The data-

driven device is targeted at people with food allergies, but it can also be used to treat other 

reactions, such as bee stings. The product, which has several other features such as emergency 

alerts, is neatly attached to a specially designed smartphone case.  

 

Evelyn is the founder and CEO of Alerje (a play on the word “allergy”; alerje.com), based out of 

Detroit, where he resides. Evelyn said he had to wait for a few years before experiencing his 

“aha” moment, when he realized his passion. 

 

“When I was at St. Joes, I thought I might find myself in some business-related field, simply due 

to seeing my dad put on a suit and go to work every day,” he said.  “While I majored in mass 

communications and radio when I was at Illinois State University, I ended up in the insurance 

sales business for a time, where I learned more about entrepreneurship.” 

 

The internet, which had been around for at least 10 years before he graduated from St. Joes, 

eventually changed his life. 

 

“I came across a website whose focus was new technology, and at some point I said to myself, 

‘Why not me!’ I studied coding and I suppose the idea to create this product came from my own 

struggles with multiple food allergies.” 

 

Evelyn’s coding experience included time with the 2017 Google x CODE2040 organization, a 

group devoted to fostering diversity in technology. 

 

Ivy, an independent product designer living in Clarendon Hills, was asked by Evelyn to join him 

on his journey a few years ago. They were familiar with each other through mutual friends in 

high school.  

 

Ivy was experienced in product design, manufacturing, testing and validation. He runs Next 

Sketch Studio, an industrial design firm located in downtown Chicago (nextsketch.com). 

https://nextsketch.com/


 

“I didn’t associate the word ‘design’ with what I frequently liked to do in high school, and that 

was sketch. I loved to sketch, especially cars,” he said. 

 

Ivy worked in automotive research and development for a time before completing his degree in 

product design from Columbia College in Chicago. He worked as an engineer with heavy truck 

systems before getting the invitation from Evelyn. 

 

“Working in the medical device field as a product designer is significantly different and provides 

a whole new set of challenges,” Ivy said. “There are generally more constraints than you will 

find elsewhere, for good reasons. The FDA has its own restrictions, and there’s all the 

documentation that has to be kept and updated. Then, of course, there was the actual design of 

OmniJect.”  

 

The programming and design of OmniJect are what sets it apart from generic EpiPens. 

 

“What you have with OmniJect is a means to not only treat yourself if you have an immediate 

reaction, but the device, in conjunction with the app on your phone, can assist in making your 

life less stressful,” Evelyn said. “The Alerje app, which is free, allows the user to set up a profile 

and receive information and recommendations that will be useful, especially if one has food 

allergies.  

 

“There is also a portal to enter contact information so that once OmniJect is implemented, similar 

to the epinephrine injection, those contacts can be instantly informed, including an emergency 

service, such as 911.” 

 

Crain’s Detroit Business featured Evelyn as one of its 40 under 40, highlighting the most 

influential leaders in business in the Detroit area under the age of 40. Besides Alerje 

(alerje.com), Evelyn is a founding team member of MedTech Color, an organization whose goal 

is to improve the representation of persons of color in the medical device industry.   

 

Evelyn and his colleagues have worked hard to secure funding for his company. One year after 

he established Alerje, the company won $50,000 at the 2017 Accelerate Michigan Innovation 

Competition. Last year, as part of the FDA-backed West Coast Consortium for Technology & 

Innovation in Pediatrics, the team received part of $250,000 in “seed grants” to further develop 

the technology.   

 

According to Alerje’s website, 220 million people worldwide suffer from food allergies, and 

Evelyn believes many of them can benefit from his product, which has been recognized by 

Forbes magazine. 

 

“We’re excited about the benefits Alerje and its product can provide,” said Evelyn, who forecasts 

that OmniJect will be available to the American public within the next two years. 

 

Congratulations Javier and Nate!  

We’re very proud of you and look for more good news from Alerje! 

http://alerje.com/

