
And the Answer is … 
This SJHS teacher achieves goal of appearing on 

‘Jeopardy!’ 

 

Mary Kate Trausch, St. Joseph High School chemistry 

teacher, won’t have to worry about putting an appearance 

on “Jeopardy!” on her bucket list when she gets older. 

Flying to the West Coast in February to tape an appearance 

on the popular game show for its annual Teacher’s 

Tournament, she felt confident that a lifetime of preparation 

would serve her well.   

 

Trausch was a fan of “Jeopardy!” long before she decided to try out for the venerable show. She 

recalled watching “Jeopardy!” whose original version aired in 1964, with her grandparents, and 

how her grandfather wondered if the questions were getting harder or if times were passing him 

by. 

 

“When I ran a category, he just sighed and said, ‘I knew I was getting older.’” 

 

As the years passed, Trausch was able to play the game on what she described as a low-tech 

handheld version that required a booklet to look up questions by number. Because her father’s 

competitiveness had already soured everyone else in the family on playing Trivial Pursuit, the 

handheld was her best option for game night. 

 

As soon as she came to St. Joes in 2018, Trausch became the queen of lunchtime trivia. Every 

Friday teachers gathered in the faculty room for trivia as Period 5 lunch took on Period 6 lunch. 

Trausch’s lunch team may have lost only once each year. 

 

While knowing chemistry is one thing, knowing a great deal about many more topics is another.  

 

“My dad would ask questions during dinner,” Trausch said.  “The 

youngest child who could talk always had to know who the president 

was, the next youngest the vice president, and as the oldest my 

questions became more complex: speaker of the House, chief justice of 

the Supreme Court, etc.” 

 

 

Trausch also credits her extensive knowledge to her love of reading and 

her consumption of any book she could find. She also worked hard in 

high school preparing for contests as a member of the school’s 

Scholastic Bowl. 

 

The Trausch family thrives on competition, an important element for one who aspired to be on 

“Jeopardy!” 

 



“My family is highly competitive,” she said. “My generation of cousins is still banned from 

playing Life, Disney Scene-it, Harry Potter Scene-it, Monopoly and several other games.  We 

were only recently allowed to resume playing Five-State Rummy.” 

 

Trausch did not walk away as champion when the show aired on May 28, though she was the 

only contestant to correctly answer Final Jeopardy. 

 

"The best part of being a contestant on the ‘Jeopardy!’ Teacher's Tournament was that I became 

friends with the other teachers,” she said.  “We've been having Zoom trivia nights since the 

whole world started working remotely." 

 

Congratulations, Mary Kate, on making your dream come true! 

   
 


