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COURSE DESCRIPTION: This one year course will take place in both a Science class and an English class. Each part of the 

course will be one-semester and will look at different aspects of crime. During the science semester of Crime 

Investigation, students will focus on the value of a crime scene and evidence linked to the crime laboratory. Topics for 

the science semester include: observation skills, evidence collection, fingerprints, toxicology, and ballistics. Topics for 

the English semester would include: analyzing the perspectives of a crime and the social need for Crime Fiction and Non-

Fiction in high-crime areas, synthesizing scientific analysis with literary analysis in approach to crime in society.  Students 

will also culminate the semester with a written non-fiction project based on a true crime, using language and techniques 

learned in the Science portion of the course.  

COURSE GOALS: As part of this Forensic Science course, students will be able to: 

 Define forensic science and list the major disciplines it encompasses 

 Discuss the responsibilities of the first police officer who arrives at a crime scene 

 Describe proper techniques for packaging common types of physical evidence 

 Explain the difference between the identification and comparison of physical evidence 

 Describe the external, internal, and toxicology phases of an autopsy 

 Describe the lab tests normally used to perform a routine drug identification analysis 

 Explain how alcohol is absorbed into the bloodstream, transported throughout the body, and eliminated by 

oxidation and excretion 

 Understand and describe how whole blood is typed 

 Understand the use of DNA computerized databases in criminal investigation 

 Describe the classifications of low-, medium-, and high-velocity impact spatter and appreciate how these 

classifications should be used 

 Describe and understand the role of DNA typing in hair comparisons 

 Distinguish between visible, plastic, and latent fingerprints 

 Identify the lab tests for determining whether an individual has fired a weapon 

COURSE MATERIALS:  

1. Textbook 

2. Worksheets 

3. Class Notebook (OneNote) 

ASSESSMENT INFORMATION: This Honors Biology course will include a variety of assessments, including: 

Unit Tests   40-50 points 

Lab Activities  20-25 points 

Quizzes   15-20 points 

In-class Activities 20-25 points 

Worksheets  10-15 points 

Bell Ringers/Exit Slips 5 points 

 

Late Work: Although all homework is expected to be turned in as of the due date, late work will be accepted up to 1 

school day late. Any work that is turned in after 1 day following the due date, will be given 50% credit.  



CLIMATE RUBRIC: Each student at St. Joseph High School is assessed on a Climate Rubric each week. The Climate Rubric 

is focused on three non-academic areas: student preparedness (does the student come to class each day with the 

necessary materials?), student behavior (does the student come to class ready and willing to learn?), and student 

punctuality (does the student come to class on time each day?). Climate Rubric scores are updated each week on a 5 

point basis (each day of the week is worth 1 point). ONCE A STUDENT HAS LOST A CLIMATE RUBRIC POINT, THAT POINT 

CANNOT BE EARNED BACK. 

CLASSROOM EXPECTATIONS: All students in Honors Biology are held to high standards because all of the student in 

Honors Biology are capable of success. The following are expectations for Honors Biology students: 

 Students are in school to learn and to become educated citizens, so I expect students to be actively participating 

in class  

 Students are here to learn, so I do not expect them to always know the answers (even I don’t always know the 

answers to questions), all I ask is that students keep trying and we will learn together 

 This classroom is meant to be a community of learners, and because of that respect is key; including respecting 

yourselves, the other students in class, the physical classroom, classroom equipment, and the teacher 

 This is a lab-included class, and as such, all students should be practicing lab safety. Always. 

 Because we do use hands-on labs and activities in this class, ALL FOOD AND DRINKS should not be brought into 

the classroom (with the exception of bottled water) 

 Students are encouraged to exchange ideas and discuss findings in this class, BUT there is a time and place for 

these conversations 

 PLEASE DO NOT USE CELL PHONES IN CLASS. It is not only distracting you and the people sitting around you, but 

it is also distracting for the teacher. 

  



UNITS COVERED: The following is a TENTATIVE schedule for Forensics: 

Week # Topic Covered 

 

1 

 

Introduction to Forensic Science 

The Crime Scene 

 

2 

 

The Crime Scene 

Physical Evidence 

 

3 

 

 

Physical Evidence 

 

 

4 

 

TEST 1 

Death Investigation 

 

5 

 

Death Investigation 

Drugs & Toxicology 

 

6 

 

Drugs & Toxicology 

Serology 

 

 

7 

 

Serology 

TEST 2 

 

 

8 

 

 

DNA 

 DNA 



9 

 

Bloodstain Patterns 

 

10 

 

Bloodstain Patterns 

Fingerprints 

 

11 

 

Fingerprints 

Trace Evidence 

 

12 

 

 

Trace Evidence 

 

13 

 

 

Ballistics 

 

14 

 

 

TEST 3 

 

 

15 

 

 

Fire, Explosions, Documents, Serial Killers 

 

16 

 

 

Crime Scene Project 

 


