
Unit 2

Topic 2 – 1.3 Civilization Begins & The Ancient Middle East and Egypt 
3200 B.C. – 500 B.C. (pages 14 – 19 & 26 - 55)

What we want to learn (and remember):

- What were the conditions that existed when the first cities and 
civilizations arose?

- What defines a civilization?

- How have civilizations changed over time?



Topic (1.3) - Civilization Begins

While we want to jump into our study of Mesopotamia we should talk 
about 2 things first.

Why did civilizations start to form around 3000 B.C.?

There were millions of years of history before that – what was that all 
about?



Pre- history
• Archeologists have been seriously studying the origins of man for 

about the last 150 years.  In the last 50 years they have learned a lot!

• A quick summary:

- Hominids (early forms of what we call humans or homo sapiens) go 
back nearly 5 million years

- Perhaps about 250,000 years ago a branch of hominids which we 
would recognize as humans appeared

- These people were believed to have originated on the African 
continent

- They were largely nomadic hunter-gathers



Pre-History

So what led to the changes we describe as the beginning of civilization?

- Prior to about 10,000 B.C (12,000 years ago) much of the earth in the 
Northern Hemisphere was covered by glaciers

- Archeologists believe that the last ice-age ended about this time 
making it possible for people to more easily live in what is today 
Europe and Asia

- So these nomads continued to move north out of Africa

- What else happened about this time:

Farming 

Domestication of animals



Civilization Begins – Unit 1.3 (pg. 14-19)

What changes can you imagine occurred due to the introduction of 
farming and domesticated animals?

Let’s compare how a nomadic tribe might live versus a group of farmers 
and shepherds.

With your partner take a few minutes and come up with as many 
examples as possible of how each might live.  Think about food, 
shelter, trade, government, religion, tools, etc.



Civilization Begins – Unit 1.3 (pg. 14-19)

Farming and domesticated animals make it possible to settle in one 
place – give up the nomadic lifestyle.  Life on the road was hard.

Instead we see the following emerge:

- Small settlements like villages ----------> become cities

- People begin to specialize in jobs

- Social structure /classes and government appear to keep things 
organized

- Religions become more complex

- Arts & Architecture and public buildings begin

- Language and writing become important and institutionalized



Civilization Begins – Unit 1.3 (pg. 14-19)

It’s not long before cities grow large enough to want to trade and 
interact with other cities.

That interaction leads to:

- Cultural diffusion

- Struggles for power and conflict

- EMPIRE!!


