
Timeline of Ancient Israel



Where is Canaan?



The Hebrews and Judaism
(pg. 40 – 45)

The Hebrews and Judaism:

The Hebrew history is told through the Bible and other books of the 
Old Testament and Jewish faith

AbrahamIsaacJacob12 sons=12 tribes of Israel

Abraham (patriarch): Covenant with God which states two beliefs:

- Special relationship with Abraham and his ancestors

- Canaan is the “promised land” and belongs to the Hebrews

- Importantly, the Jews are monotheistic



The Hebrews and Judaism
(pg. 40 – 45)

The Hebrews eventually end up in Egypt

Joseph – one of Jacob’s sons helps the Pharaoh through a famine

The Israelites become enslaved in Egypt

Who leads them out of Egypt and into the “promised land”?



The Hebrews and Judaism
(pg. 40 – 45)

Moses leads the Israelites back to Canaan - after 40 years!

Kingdom of Israel (~ 1000 B.C.)

- Jerusalem is the capital

- It is very much like other kingdoms of its day, but smaller

- The Israelites are eventually conquered:

722 B.C. the Northern half is conquered by the Assyrians

586 B.C. the Babylonians conquer the rest and put them in captivity

539 B.C. the Persians defeat the Babylonians and free the Israelites



The Hebrews and Judaism
(pg. 40 – 45)

The Hebrews have two great legacies:

Their laws – the Bible and the Torah and their ethics

Their laws become the basis of two other major monotheistic 
religions – Christianity and Islam

They demonstrate many of the moral foundations we follow today –
such as treating everyone equally

Their laws and ethics can also be found deeply rooted in our 
democratic society



The Egyptians

The Egyptians lived just outside the “Fertile Crescent”.

They were a very advanced society – best known for:

- Religious Beliefs

- Class Structure

- Advancements in Science and the Arts

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Z3Wvw6BivVI

Crash Course - Egypt

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Z3Wvw6BivVI


The Egyptians

Geography

Egypt is part of what is North Africa and is along the Mediterean Sea

The history of Egypt was greatly influenced by the Nile River. 

- Very long, stretches the length of Egypt

- Seasonal flooding

- Made the land fertile

- Navigable for sailing & trade



The Egyptians

Period of Egyptian History What is known for /Why did it end

Old Kingdom Power Struggles, crop failures, cost of 
building the pyramids and temples

Middle Kingdom Turbulent times, conquered by 
neighbors, Empire expanded but too 
large to control

New Kingdom Period of conquest, many
advancements in science and the Arts, 
Ends through slow steady decline



The Egyptian Class System

Pharaoh’s were part of 
a dynasty of rulers

Women had more rights
and freedoms than in 
most ancient empires



The Egyptians
Egyptian Religion

Egyptians had a belief in many gods – they were polytheistic

Egyptians had a strong belief in the afterlife

- Mummification was a way to send the dead prepared for life after they died

- Weight of your soul vs. the weight of the truth

- Important gods:

Amon-Re (sun god)

Osiris (god of the underworld

Why would these two gods be important?

The Pharaoh is the religious leader (theocracy)



The Egyptians

The Egyptian Legacy:

Writing – Hieroglyphics (Egypt was an ancient center of learning)

Scribes were educated writers 

Used papyrus

Rosetta Stone

Science

Mummification – learned anatomy

Medicine – from plants

Astronomy 

Advanced Calendar – 12 months of 30 days + 5 extra days

Geometry


