
Geography

• Rome is located on the 
peninsula of Italy.  The 
Mediterranean Sea 
provides transportation 
and food.  

• Italy has fertile plains and 
river valleys for food and 
easy communication.



Roman Religious Ideals

• Romans were polytheistic, 
believing in many gods and 
spirits.

• Knowledge of the Greek Gods 
filtered into Roman culture.  
This is known as cultural 
diffusion.
• The Greek God Zeus became the 

almighty Roman God Jupiter.

• The Greek Goddess Hera became 
the Roman Goddess Juno.



Early Settlements in Italy

Greeks & Etruscans:

- Greeks had colonies in the south of Italy

- Etruscans lived in Central Italy 

 adopted Greek alphabet

 Particularly good engineers – Arch construction

Latins:

- One of the first groups to inhabit the area

- Settled the Tiber valley

- The seven hills of Rome

- Romulus and Remus – son of war god Mars (Greek god – Ares)



The Legend of Rome’s founding



The Roman Republic
• Rome was founded around 509 BCE.  

• Romans drive out the Etruscan king

• Romans founded a new type of government called a republic.  
In a republic people chose officials to represent them.  

• The highest level of government in Rome was the Senate.  
Senators were wealthy landowners (called Patricians.)



The Roman Republic Cont…
• The senators elected two Consuls, whose job it was to 

run the government and command the army. 

• Consuls serve one term, approve each others decisions, 
consult with the senate





Society was Divided Into Classes
• Upper class Romans were 

known as patricians.  These 
people held nearly all the 
important political offices.

• Common framers, artisans, and 
merchants were known as 
plebeians.

• These two classes were based 
on birth alone.  The line 
between the two classes was 
extremely rigid.



Plebians get a voice

• Early in the Republic Plebians earn the right to 
appeal a judge’s ruling

• Later they earn the right to elect their own 
representatives – Tribunes

Tribunes hold veto power to protect the rights of 
the poor

• Eventually plebians earn the right to be consul, hold 
other high offices and join the senate



Romans Valued Family Ties

• Roman families were headed by the 
eldest male.  The Romans emphasized 
discipline, strength, and loyalty.

• Women had many rights and duties in 
Roman society.  She did not, however 
have the key right, the right to vote.

• Officially, the Roman women were 
expected to remain in the background.



Roman Mythology looks a lot like the Greeks

• Greeks adopted much of what the Greeks believed about 
gods

• The names are different (Zeus = Jupiter); but the role they 
play in the family of gods is the same

• Funny enough we are more familiar with the names of 
the Roman gods, even though we may not realize where 
they came from 

Mars (war); Neptune (sea); Mercury (messenger god), etc.



Rome Built a Mighty Army

• Both patricians and 
plebeians lead double lives 
as farmers and soldiers 
because of the constant 
threat of war.

• All male citizens were 
required to serve in the 
army, and no one could hold 
public office until he served 
10 years as a soldier.



Rome Built a Mighty Army

• Massive military units were called 
legions.  Which consisted of:
• Infantry:  4,000-6,000 Heavily armed 

foot soldiers. 

• Cavalry:  Smaller groups on 
horseback that assisted the infantry.

• Each legion was divided into 60 
smaller groups called a century.

• Paid with the “spoils of war”



Discipline could be a little harsh

• Lived under difficult conditions

• Spent years at a time on campaign away from 
home

• If a unit fled in battle they were decimated – One in 
every ten picked at random and put to death





A Fight with Carthage

• By 270 BC Rome had conquered all of Italy.  They went on to control 
northern Africa (Carthage), Greece and parts of Asia Minor.  But the 
expansion also led to much corruption.

• The Romans fought the Carthaginians three times over many decades 
(Punic Wars)

• They were trading and empire rivals

• Rome eventually wins and destroys Carthage

• Story of Hannibal and his elephants

• After defending itself Rome begins its own wars of conquest




